
July 6, 2017 
  
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present. 
  
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach made 
a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes of the June 22nd meeting.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted, Chairman Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
Auditor-Treasurer Hanson introduced Angela Babler as the new clerk in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office and the board 
welcomed Angie to the County.   
 
Garry Johanson, Environmental Services, approached the board regarding a Conditional Use Permit for Zavoral & Sons, 
Inc. of East Grand Forks, MN, to set up aggregate crushing and asphalt production facilities on part of parcel 13-5526000 
& 13-5530000 in Section 13 of Lockhart Township, owned by Kevin Leiser.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit #5046 on behalf of Zavoral & Sons, Inc.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, entered the meeting at 9:30 a.m. to share information on 
infectious diseases, namely measles and mumps and the status of recent outbreaks in the state.  She noted that the last 
reported measles case in Minnesota was June 20th; stating that if no new cases are reported within 42 days the 
Department of Health would consider the outbreak over.  Sarah also gave information on the recent mumps outbreak, 
stating that Polk County has had a number of cases in the Win-E-Mac area; and the state has had 72 reported cases as of 
July 5th.  Ms. Kjono stated that the mumps spread easily with close contact between people.  Sarah also touched on the 
shingles vaccine, and urged all those 50 and over, to consider receiving the shingles vaccine.   
 
Ms. Kjono then informed the board that a representative from the Federal Drug Free Communities Grant project from 
Washington, D.C. was here in the county to do follow up on the local grant which receives $125,000 a year collectively 
for use in Norman, Mahnomen and Polk Counties.   
 
Sarah also brought information to the board regarding the Statewide Health Improvement Program and the fact that 
the individual who works in that capacity for Norman and Mahnomen Counties has generally been hired through Polk 
County and the Community Health Board.  She explained that there has been a resignation in the program and after 
talking with Polk County, it seemed to make sense for Norman County to hire the individual to work in Norman & 
Mahnomen counties.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve advertising for a 
wellness coordinator with a public health degree or community health background to work with the SHIP program and 
Drug Free Communities Grant.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
After a short break, at approximately 10:10 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented the board with her 
agenda.  The first item of concern was the township bridge removal, SAP-054-599-064.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to go under contract with Structural Specialties to remove Twp Bridge No. 
L8772, located in Pleasant View Township for the amount of $14,930.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   Chairman Gunderson and Auditor-Treasurer Hanson signed the contract.   
 
Next on the agenda was the application for maintenance work on County Ditch 17 for spraying of cattails.  The 
application was signed by Charles Borgen, Jr., Neil Rockstad, and Adam Crompton.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the spraying of cattails in County Ditch 17, Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then gave a construction update stating that overall the paving work has gone well, and the first letting 
work should be completed this week.  She also stated that shouldering would be ongoing for the next couple of weeks.   
Jerilyn also noted that they will be having a pre-con meeting with Zavoral & Sons next week regarding the 2nd letting of 
paving projects.   
 
Approximately 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services, re-entered the meeting along with Andrew Feia 
from Wenck Associates, Inc.  Garry presented a proposal from Wenck to continue their assistance to Norman County 
Demolition Landfill for preparation of a permit renewal to meet the current demolition landfill rules as outlined in 
current Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) demolition landfill rules, and per the on-site meeting at the landfill 
on May 18, 2017 with MPCA officials.  The proposal included a cost estimate of approximately $25,740 of which $12,240 
was previously approved for well installation work.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the proposal for the additional $13,500 in engineering tasks toward the county landfill permit.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall presented information to the board regarding the Human Resources position after visiting with 
former HR Coordinator, Teri Taylor.   Commissioner Bommersbach also gave the board information gathered from the 
Department Head meeting held on June 30th in regard to the HR position.  After considerable discussion, the board 



decided that they would entertain the idea of outsourcing the HR position and would look to see if they could get 
information/proposals from a few vendors that might attend an upcoming board meeting to make a presentation.   
 
Approximately 11:00 a.m. the board addressed County Attorney, James Brue, with questions regarding the new buffer 
law.  Attorney Brue stated that Norman County would be the enforcement agent of all entities that are covered in the 
buffer law and that a meeting was scheduled for July 12th at 9 a.m. for the framework group working on the buffer 
issues.   
 
The next item of discussion during the County Attorney’s time was the MCIT bulletin received regarding Data 
Compromise and CyberOne Coverage.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach suggested an IT Committee 
meeting with Shawn Larsen of Morris Electronics, and James Brue, to discuss the MCIT coverage and conditions that go 
along with that coverage.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had reviewed the bills as presented.  After further review, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Road & Bridge - $81,793.28 Revenue - $32,119.65 Building Fund - $87.34 Public Health - $3,354.00 
Solid Waste - $19,639.00  County Homes - $1,610.75   TOTAL - $138,604.02 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At this point, Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, entered the meeting to give an update on the MNLARS project 
(Minnesota Licensing & Registration System).  Kari stated that the Motor Vehicle portion of the office would be closed 
July 20th through July 24th for the state to switch over the licensing system.  She also asked at this point to close the 
Motor Vehicle office the afternoons of July 12th & 13th for mandated training before the system is integrated.  After 
discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve closing the Motor Vehicle Office for the afternoons of July 
12th and 13th for training purposes for the new mandated MNLARS system.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. a group of county leaders interested in setting up a county wide EDA, along with Cam Fanfulik from the 
Northwest Regional Development Commission (NWRDC) and Rani Bhattacharyya of the U of M, Crookston, addressed 
the board with more information regarding their proposed county wide EDA.  After much discussion and questions 
between commissioners and those members of the public, as well as Mr. Fanfulik and Ms. Bhattacharyya, the group of 
citizens interested in the county wide EDA asked the board members if they saw this proposal as something they were 
interested in possibly pursuing and supporting before they put any more time and effort into continuing from their 
stand point.  The board stated that they do see the need going forward, however, felt that the group should determine 
what their primary objectives were and which path for the organization would work best, either economic development 
or community development.  The board also stated that at this time they are just beginning the work of planning the 
budget for 2018 and they would keep this in mind as they proceeded.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any other items for discussion, and there being none, Chairman Gunderson 
adjourned the meeting at 12:18 p.m.  
 
 
 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


